
Sample Letter – Special Event Permit Process Ordinance

[DATE]
RE:  Special Events Ordinance

Dear Los Angeles City Councilmember,

As a supporter of fresh food access programs in the City of Los Angeles, I am writing to express my concern over the Special Events Ordinance (Council File Nos. 99-1582 and 02-0088), which has now been passed onto the full Council for a vote.  The proposed changes to the special event permit process will have profound effects on certified farmers’ markets in the City of Los Angeles. We urgently request your support in amending the current language of the Special Events Ordinance to provide an annual waiver of fees and other charges to Certified Farmers’ Markets. 

The current language of the ordinance would require a weekly certified farmers’ market to pay $26,400 each year.  Certified farmers’ markets are part of a statewide program intended to be a service to both small farmers and local communities.  They serve small family farmers as a direct outlet for their produce and provide local residents with increased access to a healthy and more nutritious diet including fresh fruits and vegetables.  The exorbitant fees proposed under the ordinance would seriously jeopardize the existence of certified farmers’ markets in Los Angeles and would force a majority of markets to close. Closure of markets would be detrimental to the existence of state and federal nutrition programs operated through certified farmers’ markets including the Food Stamp Program and the Women, Infants & Children (WIC) and Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Programs, which enable your constituents, including low-income residents, women, children and seniors, to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables.

Thank you for your work to maintain fresh food access in the city of Los Angeles and improve the nutrition of all Angelenos.  Please vote to change the language of the Special Events Ordinance and waive fees for Certified Farmers’ Markets.

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME]
